OUR ASCENDED KING!
Text: Psalm 47 
Readings: Acts 1:1-11; 2 Samuel 6:1-15
Suggested songs: SttL 68c; 72; 317; 320; 323; 328; 330; 332; 333
Theme: God Most High has been enthroned as king over all the earth
Purpose: To urge all people to praise God Most High and the Lord Jesus who are enthroned in heaven as King 
The major events in the church calendar are Christmas, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. At these times we praise God for the birth, death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus, and for all the benefits and blessings that come to us from his work.

40 days after Jesus rose from the dead he ascended into heaven. The word ‘ascend’, children, means to go up - Jesus went up into heaven.  

The Christian Church will remember this on Thursday... (date...). But often this passes by without a mention; it is not noticed and not celebrated. 

But this too is an important event in the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus. 

It marks the completion of his work on earth.  

It begins his ministry as our High Priest in heaven. 

It also begins his reign in heaven over all things.

Today we will consider the ascension of the Lord Jesus from the perspective of this psalm.

This is “A psalm of the Sons of Korah”, who were Levites and part of the Levitical choir. It was written to be sung at the feasts and festivals of Israel where they rejoiced in God’s great works for his people!
As with many of the psalms we are not sure what event or occasion prompted its writing. It may have been written to commemorate David bringing the Ark of the Covenant from the house of Obed-Edom up to Jerusalem, which we read about in 2 Samuel 6.

In the Hebrew text the wording of verse 5b in this psalm is exactly the same as 2 Samuel 6:15. Both read “amid shouts of joy” and “the sounding of trumpets”, which makes it likely that this was the original occasion.   

The New Testament church has interpreted this psalm as anticipating the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ (as do Psalms 24 and 68).

The psalm is structured in three sections: The opening and closing sections have four lines each, while the middle section, vs 5-6, has two lines. 
This middle section is the centre of the psalm, the heart of the matter - "God has ascended!" He is the King over all the world. 
The psalm is all about our great God – he is named 11x. 
We’ll consider, the praise of God, the ascension of God, the reign of God. 
1. THE PRAISE OF GOD – v 1-4
a. The psalm begins, “Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.”

In 2 Samuel 6 we read that King David "danced before the Lord with all his might while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the sound of the trumpets" (v 14f).
This psalm recalls that joyous celebration, "Clap your hands, all you nations!"

When a group of people feel appreciation for something they burst into applause. The happier they feel the louder they clap. If you have a large group of people the applause can be thunderous!
So too we are to express our joy in the lord with exuberant praise, with enthusiastic appreciation.  
We are to delight in God, to rejoice in the Lord.

We ought to express this joy in worship, especially in our singing. Not always, of course, because some of the psalms we sing are laments, and we sing psalms and hymns of confession, and some call for God’s justice on evildoers.

But in this service we are singing songs of praise to God our King! We are expressing our joy and gladness in the Lord! You can’t sing these psalms and hymns softly or quietly, but rather with volume!

b. Verse 2, “For the Lord Most High is awesome.” (NIV) The ESV reads, “For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared.”
The words awe and fear describe the reverence and respect we should have for God. 
We recognise that he is great and holy. 
We come before him “in humble adoration, and there proclaim, ‘My God, how great thou art!’” 

Verse 2b announces God as “the great King over all the earth.” The rulers of the Assyrian Empire used this title, “The Great King”, but they were merely human rulers and they and their empire has long gone. 
But God was no tribal ruler or earthly king. He is the absolute ruler of the earth, the sovereign king of the universe, the Lord of all! 
The psalm announces this and calls on all the nations and peoples of the world to worship him! (v 1b) This, of course, includes all of us!
c. In verse 3 the psalm describes how God “subdues nations under us, peoples under our feet.” 

This took place initially with the conquest of the land of Canaan under the leadership of Joshua. Later this was extended during the reigns of King David and King Solomon. Under their kingship, which spanned 80 years, the kingdom of Israel reached its largest size, defeating many nations and ruling many peoples. 
For the next 500 years the people of Israel enjoyed the inheritance of their land. So v 4 reads,

“He chose our inheritance for us,

The pride of Jacob whom he loves.”

God cared for his people Israel because he loved them, and he cares for us, his people today, because he loves us. He demonstrated his love by sending his One and Only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sin. 

This is why we praise God with joy and gladness!
This is why we gather together for worship every Sunday, in the morning and in the afternoon – to express our praise and worship to God. 
We have considered the praise of God.

2. THE ASCENSION OF GOD – v 5-6 – read....
These two verses are the centrepiece of this psalm. 

They describe God going up to his temple, perhaps represented by the Levites carrying the Ark of the Covenant on their shoulders into the city. They did this with “shouts of joy” and “the sounding of trumpets”.  

The ark represented God’s presence with His people. 
It was placed in the tent, or tabernacle, and later in the temple of Solomon. It was a reminder that God lived among his people. The people of Israel knew that God did not live on earth, nor did he rule from an earthly throne, but his real throne was in heaven.

The Christian Church looks back to this psalm and sees it as anticipating the ascension of Jesus to heaven. 

Paul in Eph 4:10 tells us that Jesus is the "very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe." He went there to take his place at the right hand of the Father.  
His going up into heaven was the climax of his work, the completion and confirmation of the salvation he gained for his people through his death and resurrection. 
By his dying and rising he conquered sin and death, he defeated Satan and hell, and he proved that he is the risen Lord and the exalted King! His ascension to heaven was the beginning of his reign as King over all the world! 
In response, verse 6 calls us to “sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises.”
On the night Jesus was born on earth the heavenly choirs of angels sang their songs of praise to God and to Jesus. 

The shepherds in the fields outside Bethlehem saw and heard “a great company of the heavenly host... praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests’.” (Luke 2:13)

Surely, when Jesus returned to heaven, after completing his work of salvation on earth, he was welcomed home with the same “great company of the heavenly host, praising God” and his One and Only Son Jesus! 
Today we too can express our praise to our triune God for the great work of redemption achieved by the Lord Jesus who has ascended into heaven.
Four times in verse 6 we are urged to “sing praises”. This is the appropriate response to God for the salvation he has given to us. The repetition of this communicates that praise is necessary and fitting! Such praise must be personal and corporate, from us as individuals and as a church. 
Verse 7b expresses the same thought as the previous verse, “Sing praises with a psalm.”
This phrase translate just two words in the Hebrew text. One word means to sing praise, and the other word, 'maskil', has a variety of meanings. 
The NIV and the ESV translate it with the word ‘psalm’.

Another meaning is “skill”. It is certainly true that we should aim for skilful singing. Our congregational singing should not be casual or sloppy. We should sing as well we can, to the best of our ability. The New English Bible reads, “Sing psalms with all your art.”
And another meaning is “understanding”, and this too ought to mark our singing; it should be intelligent and thoughtful, arising out of an understanding of who God is and what he has done. 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, writing on this psalm urges us, “Keep on with the glad work. Never let the music pause. He never ceases to be good, let us never cease to be grateful. Strange that we should need so much urging to attend to so heavenly an exercise.” 

The praise of God, the ascension of God,
3. THE REIGN OF GOD – v 7-9
These verses proclaim God’s rule over the nations and anticipate the rulers of the nations assembling as the people of the God of Abraham. These verses are prophetic, they look into the future.

In the time of Israel God did reign over the nations but they did not acknowledge him as their king; they worshipped their pagan gods and idols. 
And today God still rules over the nations but very few of the rulers of the world recognise him as their King. 
As the writer of Hebrews put it, "we do not see everything subject to him" (2:9). 
But the writer of this psalm is making a statement of faith – his faith and ours. God is King, Jesus has ascended; “Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory”.

The people of our country do not recognise Jesus as Lord, and most of the nations of the world do not worship him, but Jesus is Lord, and Lord of all!  

And the church and kingdom of Jesus is spreading.

About the year 1800 99% of all Christians lived in the western world. 

During the last 200 years this has changed dramatically. 

Between 1940 and 1960 the church grew rapidly in Africa.

In the 1960’s and 70’s it flourished in South America.

In the 1980’s and 90’s it expanded in China. 
Since 2000 the church has expanded more rapidly in India. 

Today the majority of Protestants live outside the western world in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Today the visible church of Jesus is predominantly non white and non European. 

The good news about Jesus Christ is going out to the nations. The kingdom of the Lord Jesus is spreading, growing, and increasing, and this will continue until Jesus comes again.

The outcome is not in doubt. As Christians we know how the story ends, so we are not anxious or fearful. Jesus “must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.” (1 Cor 15:24f)
This is something we hold onto in faith.  
We live in this period between the first coming of Jesus and his second coming, 
between the promise of the new heavens and earth and the fulfilment of this, 
between what we have already received and what we have not yet received.
So this psalm closes by looking ahead. It directs us forward to the fulfilment of the promise given to Abraham, that in him all the peoples of the earth will be blessed (Gen 12:1f).
This kingdom of Jesus Christ will continue to expand until the day that 

"The princes of the peoples assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted." (v 9). 
The word ‘exalted’ ties together the beginning, middle, and end of this psalm by reminding us that God is “the Most High” (v 2), who has ascended (v 5), and who is exalted!(v 9) 
This was written to strengthen the hearts of OT believers as they looked forward to the coming of the Messiah.
The Messiah has come, and he completed his work, and he ascended into heaven. 
One day he will come again, and all of God’s people from all over the world will gather “as the people of the God of Abraham”. 

There we will clap our hands and shout to God with cries of joy, for the Lord, the Most High, is the great king over all the earth!

Amen! 
